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PSALM XLVI. 8. 


O come hither, and bebold the Works of the 
Lord, what Deſtruftion he hath brought 


yon the Earth ! 
* F all the Judgments which the 
2 AE righteous GOD inflicts on Sin- 
52 95 ners here, the moſt dreadful and 
| # deſtruQtive is an Earthquake. This 
he has lately brought on our Part 
us of the Earth, and thereby alarmed 
our Fears, and bid us prepare to meet our GOD / 
The Shocks which have been felt in diverſe Places 
ſince that which made this City tremble, may 
convince us that the Danger is not over, and 
ought to keep us ſtill in Awe ; ſeeing his Anger 
is not turned away, but his Hand is Frretchid 6 out 
ill *. 
ff That 1 may fall in with the Deſign of Provi- 
dence at this awful Criſis, I ſhall take Oer c 
from the Words of my Text, 


I. To ſhew that Earthquakes are the Works 
_ of the Lord, and he only bringeth this Deſtruc- 
tion upon the Earth. 


Iſaiah x. 4. 
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(4) 
IT. Call you to behold the Works of the Lord 


in two or three terrible Inſtances. And 
III. Give you ſome Directions ſuitable to the 


Occaſion. 


I. I am to ſhew you that Earthquakes are the 
Works of the Lord, and he only bringeth this 
Deſtruction upon*the Earth. Now that God is 
himſelf the Author, and Sin the moral Cauſe of 
Earthquakes (whatever the natural Cauſe may be) 
cannot be denied by any who believe the Scrip- 
tures; for theſe are they which teſtify of Him, 
that itzs GOD who removeth the Mountains, and 
everturneth them in his Anger; who ſhaketh the 
Earth out of her Place, and the Pillars thereof 

\ tremble x. He locketh on the Earth and it trem- 
bleth, he teucheth the Hills and they ſmoak f. The 
Hills melted like Wax at the Preſence of the Lord, 

at the Preſence of the Lord of the whole E arth f. 

Die Mountains quake at him, and the Hills melt. 
Y bo can and before his Indignation? ard + 
. who can abide in the Fierceneſs of his Anger? His 
Fury is poured out like Fire, and the Rocks are 
Thrown anon by him ||. 

. Earthquakes are ſet forth by the e Wri- 

: ters as GO D's proper judicial Act, or the 

Puniſhment of Sin; Sin is the Cauſe, Earth- 11 
quakes the Effect of his Anger. So the Pſalmiſt, 
. The Earth trembled and quaked, the very Faunde- 
tions alſo of the Hills ſhook and were removed, be- 
cauſe he was wroth §. So the Prophet Hai, 


* Job ix. 5, 6. + Pſalm civ. 2. 
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(5) 
J will puniſh the World for their Evil—and will 
lay low the Haughtineſs of the Terrible, — therefore 
1 will ſhake the Heauens, and the Earth ſhall re- 
move out of her Place, in the Wrath of the Lord 
of Holts, and in the Day of his fierce Anger “. 


And again, Behol4 the Lord maketh the Earth _ 


empty, and maketh it waſte, and turneth it upſide 
dawn, (in the Original, perverteth the Face 
thereof) and ſcattereth abraad the Inhabitants 
thereof :— For the Windows from on high are open, 
and the Foundations of the Earth do ſhake. The 
Earth is utterly broken down, the Earth is clean 
diſſolved, the Earth is moved exceedingly. The 
Earth ſhall reel to and fro like a Drunkard, and 
be remwed like a Cottage, and the Tranſgreſſun 
thereof ſhall be heavy upon it, and it ſhall fall and 
not riſe again f. Tremble thou Earth at the Pre- 
ſence of the Lord, at the Preſence of the GOD of 


Jacob. 4 Thou llt be viſited of the Lord of Hoſts 


with Thunder, and with Earthquake, and great 


Ne $ | nT 
Nothing can be more expreſs than theſe Scrip= 


ture Teſtimonies, which determine both the 


Cauſe and Author of this terrible Calamity : But 


Reaſon as well as Faith doth ſufficienlly afſure us, 


it muſt be the Puniſhment of Sin, and the Effect 
of that Curſe which was brought upon the Earth 
by the original Tranſgreſſion. Stedfaſtneſs muſt 
be no longer looked for in the World, ſince In- 
nocency is baniſhed thence: But we cannot con- 
ceive that the Univerſe would have been diſ- 


Furbed by theſe furious Accidents during the 
. 17, 151 + Thi-xxv.-1,18; 19, 20. 
11 Palm cxiv. 7. _$ Jai, xxix..6, | 
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„ 
State of original Righteouſneſs. Whereſore 
nould GOD 's Anger have armed the Elements 
- againſt his faithful Subjects? Wherefore ſhould 
he have overthrown all his Werks to deſtroy 
innocent Men? Or why overwhelmed the In- 
habitants of the Earth with the Ruins thereof, if 
they bad not been finful ? Why buried thoſe in 
the Bowels of the Earth who were not to die? 
Let us then conclude, both from Scripture and 
Reaſon, that Earthquakes are GOD's /trange 
Witks of Judgment, the proper Effect and Pu- 
niſnment of Sin. I proceed, 


II. To ſet before you theſe Works of the 
Lord in two or three terrible Inſtances, | 


In the Year 1692 there happened in Sicily one 
of the moſt dreadful Earthquakes in all Hiſtory ; 
it ſhook the whole Iſland, and not only that, but 
Naple} and Malta ſhared in the Shork. It was 
impoſſible for any one to keep on their Legs on 
the dancing Earth; nay, thoſe who lay on the 
Ground were toſſed from Side to Side, as on a 
rolling Billow. High Walls leap'd from their 
; Foun ations ſeveral Paces. 

The Miſchief it did is amazing; fifty four 
Cities and Towns, beſides an incredible Num- 
ber of Villages, were almoſt entirely deſtroyed: 
Catania, one of the moſt famous, antient, and 
2 Mouriſhing Cities in the Kingdom, the e 
bf ſeveral Monarchs, and an Univer 
the greateſt Share in the Judgment. 72 bn 
Serrvoita being on his Way thither, 4 - 
. Mites from the City, obferv'd | a black Claud like 
; Night hovering over i it; and there ros 7 4 
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(7) 
the Mouth of tua great Spires of Flame, which 
ſpread all around: The Sea all on a ſudden began 
to roar, and riſe in Billows; the Birds flew 
about aſtoniſhed ; the Cattle ran crying in the 
Fields; and there was a Blow as if all the Ar- 
tillery in tho World bad been diſcharged at 
once. 
His and his Companions Horſes ſtopped ſhort, 
trembling, ſo that they were forced to alight - 
they were no. ſooner off, but they were lifted from 
the Ground above two Palms ; when caſting his 
Eyes towards Catania, he was aſtoniſh'd to ſee 
nothing but a thick Cloud of Dutt in the Air: 
This was the Scene of their Calamity, for of the 
magnificent Catania there is not the leaſt Foot- 
ſtep to be ſeen ; of eighteen Thouſand nine hun- 
dred and fourteen Inhabitants, eighteen Thou- 
fand periſh'd therein: In the ſeveral Cities and 
Towns tixty Thouſand were deftroyed out of 
two hundred and fifty four Thouſand nine hun- 
dad, © 
In the ſame Year, 1692, on Tune 7, was 
the Earthquake in Jamaica: It threw down moſt - 
of the Houſes, Churches, Sugar-works, Mills 
and Bridges, throughout the Ifland; tere the 
Roeks and Mountains, reducing ſome ef them 
10 Plains; deſtroyed whole lantations, and 
threw them into the Sea; and in two Minutes 
Time ſhook down and deſtroyed nine Fenths of 
the Jon of Poxt- Royal ; the Houſes funk out- 
right thirty or forty Fathom deep. 
The Earth open frrallowed up Peopl le, and 


>» they roſe in other reets, ſome in the Midft of 
11 08 3 (being driven up again by the-Sea 
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68.0 
which roſe in thoſe Breaches) and ſo wonderfully 
eſcaped. 
. Ofall Wells, from one Fathom to ſix or ſeven, 


the Water flew out of the Top with a vehement 


Motion. While the Houſes on one Side of the 
Street were ſwallowed up, on the other they were 
thrown into Heaps. The Sand in the Street roſe 
like 'Waves of the Sea, liſting up every Body 
that ſtood on it, and immediately dropping down 
into Pits, and at the ſame Inſtant, a Flood of 
Water breaking in, rolled them over and over, 
while: catching hold of Beams and Rafters to ſave 
themſelves. 

Ships and Sloops i in the Harbour were overſet 
and. loft, A Veſſel, by the Motion of the Sea and 
ſinking of the Wharf, was driven over the T ops 
of many Houſes, and ſunk there. 

The Earthquake was, attended with a hollow 

Tumbling Cond like that of Thunder. In leſs 
than a Minute three Quarters of the Houſes, and 
the Ground they ſtood on, with the Inhabitants, 
were quite ſunk under Water, and the little Part 
bi behind was no, better than an Heap of Rub- 
bi 

The Shock was ſo. violent that it threw People 
down on their Knees or their Faces as they were 
running about for Shelter; the Ground heav'd 

_ and ſwell'd like a rolling Sea; and ſeveral Houſes 

ſtill ſtanding were ſhuffled and moved ſome Yarcs 

ut. of their Places; a whole Street is ſaid to be 


twice as broad now as before. | 
In- many Places the Earth would crack; * 12 


open and ſhut quick and faſt, of which Openings 

two or three Hundred might be ſeen at a Time 

in ſome whereof the People were ſwallowed up; 
| ET 
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others the cloſing Earth caught by the Middle, 

and ſqueezed to Death; and in that Manner 

_ were left buried with only their Heads 
above Ground : Some Heads the Dogs eat. 

The Miniſter of the Place in his Account 
ſaith, that ſuch was the deſperate Wickedneſs of 
the People that he was afraid to continue among 
them: That on the Day of the Earthquake ſome 
Sailors and others fell to breaking open and rifling 
Warehouſes, and Houſes deſerted, while the 
Earth trembled under them, and the Houſes fell 
pon them in the Act; that he met many ſwear- 
ing and blaſpheming ; and that the common Har- 
lots who remained ſtill upon the Place, were as 
drunken and impudent as ever. 

While he was running towards the Fort, a 
wide open Place, to ſave himſelf, he ſaw the 

Earth open and ſwallow up a Multitude of Peo- 
ple, and the Sea mounting in upon them over the 
Fortifications, it likewiſe deſtroyed their large '1 
Burying-place, and waſhed away the Carcafles 
out of their Graves, daſhing their 'T ombs to 

ces. The whole Harbour was covered with 
_ Bodies, floating up and down without Bu- 
ria 
As ſoon as the violent Shock was over; he de | 
fired all People to join with him in Prayer, A- 
mong them were leveral 'Zews, who kneeled and 
anſwered as they did; and were heard even to 
call upon Jeſus Chriſt. After he had ſpent an 
Hour and an helf with them in Prayer and Ex- 
horiations to Repentance, he was deſired to re- 
tire to ſome Sbip in the Harbour, and paſling. 
over the Tops of ſome Houſes which lay level 
A. by On * 
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with the Water, got firſt into a Canoe, and then 
into a Long boat, which put him on board a 


The larger Openings ſwallowed up Houſes, 
and out of ſome would iflue whole Rivers of 
Water, ſpouted up a great Height into the Air, 
and threatening a Deluge to that Part which the 
Earthquake ſpared. The whole was attended 
with offenſive Smells, and the Noiſe of falling 
Mountains, The Sky in a Minute's Time was 

turned dull and red, like a glowing Oven. Scarce 

a Planting-houſe or Sugar-work was left ſtanding 
in all Tamaica. A great Part of them was ſwal- 
lowed up, Houſes, Trees, People, and all at one 
Gape; in the Place of which afterwards appeared 
great Pools of Water, which when dried up left 
nothing but Sand, without any Mark that ever 
Tree or Plant had been thereon. . 

About 12 Miles from the Sea, the Earth 
gaped and ſpouted out with a prodigious Force 
va 9 of Water into the Air. But the 
i ſt Violence was among the Mountains and 
Rocks. Moſt of the Rivers were ſtopt for 24 

Hours by the falling of the Mountains, till ſwel- 


* ling up they made themſelves new Channels, 


ping up Trees and all they met with in their 
Paſſage. _ | | 
A great Mountain ſplit, and fell into the level 
Ground, and covered ſeveral Settlements, and 
deſtroyed the People there. Another Mountain 
having made ſeveral Deaps, or Moves, over- 
whelmed great Part of a Plantation lying a Mile 
off. Another large high Mountain, near a Day's 
Journey over, was was quite ſwallowed Roe 
% A | where 
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where it ſtood is now a great Lake ſome Leagues 
over. 

After the great Shake, thoſe who eſcaped got 
on board Ships in the Harbour, where meny con- 
' tinued above two Months ; the Shakes all that 
Time being ſo violent, and coming ſo thick, 
ſometimes two or three in an Hour, accompa- 
nied with frightful Noiſes, like a ruffling Wind, 
or an hollow rumbling Thunder, with Brimſtone 
Blaſts, that they durft not come afhore. The 
Conſequence of the Earthquake was a general 
Sickneſs, from the noiſom Vapours, which ſwept 
away above three thouſand Perſons, 

On the 28th of Cober, 1746. half an Hour 
paſt 10 at Night, Lima, the capital City of Peru, 
was deftroyed by an Earthquake, which extended 
an hundred Leagues Northward, and as many 
more to the South, all along the Sea-coaſt. The 
Deſtruction did not ſo much as give Time for 
Fright ; for at one and the ſame Inftant, the 
Noiſe, the Shock, and the Ruin were perceiv'd. 
In the Space of four Minutes, during which the 
greateſt Force of the Earthquake laſted, ſome 
found themſelves buried under the Ruins of the 
falling Houſes; and others cruſhed to Death in 
the Streets by the tumbling of the Walls, which 
fell upon them as they ran here and there. 

Nevertheleſs, the greater Part of the Inhabi- 
tants {who were computed near fixty Thouſand) 
were providentially preſerved, either in the hol- 
low Places which the Ruins left, or on the Top 
of the very Ruins themſelves, without know- 
ing how they got up thither. For no Perſon, at 
_ ſuch a Seaſon, had Time for Deliberation : And 

ſuppoſing he had, there was no Place of Retreat. 
| A 6 wr For 
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For the Parts which ſeemed moſt firm, ſome- 
times proved the weakeſt : On the contrary, the 
weakeſt, at Intervals, made the greateſt Reſiſt- 
ance and the Conſternation was ſuch, that no 
one thought himſelf ſecure, till he had made his 
Eſcape out of the City. 

The Earth ſtruck againſt the Buildings with 
ſuch Violence, that every Shock beat down the 
greateſt Part of them; and theſe tearing along 
with them vaſt Weights in their Fall (eſpecially 
the Churches and high Houſes) compleated the 
Deſtruction of every thing they encountred with, 
even of what the Earthquake had ſpared. The 
Shocks, altho' inſtantaneous, were yet ſucceſſive ; 
and, at Intervals, Men were tranſported from one 
Place to another, which was the Means of Safety 
to ſome, while the utter Impofſibility of Mov- 
ing preſerved others. 

There were ſeventy-four Churches, deſides 
Dbappek, and fourteen Monaſteries, withas many 

more Hoſp tals and Infhirmaties, which were in an 
Inſtant reduced to à ruinous Heap, and their im- 
menſe Riches buried in the Earth. But though 
ſcarce twenty Houſes were left ſtanding, yet it 
does not appear that the Number of the Dead 
amounted to much more than one thouſand one 
hundred: and forty-one Perſons, ſeventy of whom 
were Patients in an Hoſpital, who were buried 
by the Roof's falling upon them as they lay in 
their Beds; no Perſon beg, able to give them 
an) Aſſiſtance. 


LCallac, a Sea port Town, two Leagues dis 


Ant from Lima, was ſwallowed up by the Sea in 
| OS E's: It vaniſhed. out. of Sight 
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in a Moment; ſo that not the leaſt Sight of it 
now appears. | 
Some few Towers indeed, and the Strength of 
its Walls, for a Time, indured the whole Force 
of the Earthquake : But ſcarcely had its poor In- 
habitants begun to recover their firſt Fright, which | 
the dreadful Ruin had occaſioned, when ſuddenly » | 
the Sea began to ſwell, and riſing to a prodigious | 
Height, ruſhed furiouſly forward, and overflowed, 
with ſo vaſt a Deluge of Water, its antient 
Bounds, that foundering moſt of the Ships which 
were at Anchor in the Port, and lifting the reſt 
above the Height of the Walls and Towers, it 
drove them on, and left them on dry Ground far 
beyond the Town. At the ſame Time it tore 
up from the Foundations every thing therein, of 
Houſes and Buildings, excepting the two Gates, 
| and here and there ſome ſmall Frag ments of the, 
Walls themſelves, which, as Regiſters of the Ca- 
lamity, are ſtill to be ſeen among the Ruins and 
the Waters ; a dreadful Monumeat of what they 
were | | 
In this raging Flood were drowned all the In- 
habitants of the Place, about five thouſand Per- 1 
ſons. Such as could lay hold on any Pieces of Tim- 
ber floated about for a conſiderable Time; but 
thoſe Fragments, for want of room, were conti- 
nually ſtriking againſt each other, and ſo beat off 
thoſe who had elung to them. |; | ö 
About two Hundred, moſtly. Fiſhetmen ang 
Sailors, ſaved themſelves. They declared, that ö 
the Waves in their Retreat ſurrounded the f 
whole Town, without leaving any Means for © | 
Preſervaiion ; and that in the Intervals, when | 
the Violence of the Inundation was a little abated, | 
TRIER they. + | 
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they heard the moſt mouraful Cries and Shrieks 
of thoſe who periſhed. Thoſe likewiſe who were 
on board the Ships, which by the Elevation of the 
Sea were carried quite over the Town, had the 
Opportunity of eſcaping. Of twenty-three 
Ships in the Port at the Time of the Earthquake, 
four were ſtranded, and all the reſt foundered. 
The few Perſons who ſaved . themſclves upon 
Planks, were ſeveral Times driven about, as far 
as the Iſland of St. Lawrence, more than two 
Leagues from the Port. At laſt ſome of them 
were caſt upon the Sea-ſhore, others upon the 
Iſland, and ſo were preſerved, 
In theſe Inſtances we may behold and ſee the 
Works of the LokD, and how terrible he is in 

his Doings towards the Children of Men * ? In- 
deed nothing can be ſo affecting as this Judgment 
of Earthquakes, when it comes unexpectedly, as 
a Thief in the Night; When Hell enlarges itſelf, 
and opens her Mouth without- Meaſure ; and their 
Glory, and their Multitude, and their Pomp, and 
he that rejoiceth deſcends into it T. When there 
is no Time to flee, or Method to eſcape, or Poſ- 
ſibility to reſiſt ; when no Sanctuary or Refuge 
remains; no Shelter is to be found in the higheſt 
Towers, or loweſt Caverns; when the Earth 
opens on a ſudden, and; becomes the Grave of 
whole Families, Streęts, and Cities; and effects 
this in leſs Time than you are able to tell the 
Story of it; either ſending out a Flood of Waters 
to drown, or vomiting out Flames of Fire to 


++. conſume them; or cloſing again upon then that 


they die by Suffocation or Famine, if not by the 


„ Plalm Levi. 5. + i. v. 14. 
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Ruins'of their own Dwelling. When Parents 
and Children, Huſbands and Wives, Maſters and 
Servants, Magiſtrates, Miniſters and People, 
without Diſtinction, in the midſt of Health, and 
Peace, and Buſineſs, are buried in a common 
Ruin, and paſs all together into the eternal 
World ; and there is only the Difference of a 
few Hours, or Minutes, between a famous City, 
and none at all, | 

Now if War be a terrible Evil, how much 
more an Earthquake, which in the midſt of Peace 
brings a worſe Evil than the Extremity of War. 
If a raging Peſtilence be dreadful, which ſweeps 
away thouſands in a Day, and ten thouſands in a 
Night; if a conſuming Fire be an an amazing 
Judgment, how much more aſtoniſhing is this, 
whereby Houſes and Inhabitants, Towns and 
Cities, and Countries, are all deſtroyed at one 


Stroke in a few Minutes] Death is the only Pre- 
ſage of ſuch a Judgment, without giving leiſure; 
to prepare for another World, or Opportunity to 


look for any Shelter in this, | 
For a Man to feel the Earth, which hangeth 
upon nothing, (but as ſome vaſt Ball in the Midſt 


of a thin yielding Air) totter under him, muſt fill 


him with ſecret Fright and Confuſion, Hiſtory 


* 


informs us of the fearful Effects of Earthquakes 


in all Ages, where you may ſee Rocks torn in 
Pieces, Mountains not caſt down only, but re- 
moved; Hills raiſed not out of Valleys only, but 
out of Seas; Fires breaking out of Waters, 
Stones and Cinders belched up, Rivers changed, 
Seas diſlodged, Earth opening, Towns ſwallowed 

up, and many ſuch-like hideous Events. NY 


| 
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Of all Divine Animadverſions, there is none 
more horrid, more inevitable than this. For 
where can we think to eſcape Danger, if the moſt- 
ſolid Thing in all the World ſhakes? If that 
which ſuſtains all other Things, threaten us with 
ſinking under our Feet, what Sanctuary ſhall 
we find from an Evil that incompaſſes us about? 
And whither can we withdraw, if the Gulphs 
which open themfelves, ſhut up our Paſſages on 
every Side? 5 

With what Horror are Men ſtruck when they 
hear the Earth groan, when her trembling ſuc- 
ceeds her Complaints, when Houſes are looſen'd 
from their Foundations, when the Koofs fall upon 
their Heads, and the Pavement finks under their 
Feet! What Hope, when Fear cannot be fenced 
by Flight! In other Evils there is ſome Way to 
eſcape ; but an Earthquake incloſes what it over- 
throws, and wages War with whole Provinces ; 
and ſometimes leaves nothing behind it, to in- 
"Form Poſterity of its Outrages; more inſolent 
than Fire, which ſpares Rocks; more cruel than 


the Conqueror, who leaves Walls; more greedy 


than the Sea, which vomits up Shipwrecks; it 
ſwallows and devours whatſoever it overturns, 
The Sea itſelf is ſubject to its Empire, and the 
moſſ dangerous Storms are thoſe occaſioned by 
Earthquakes. 2 

I come in the third and laſt Place, to give 
vou ſome Directions ſuitable to the Occaſion. 
And this is the more needful, becauſe ye know 
not how ſoon the late Earthquake, wherewith . 
Gow hath viſited us, may return, or whether He 
may not enlarge, as well as repeat, its Commiſ- 
hon, Once, yea twice, hath the Lord warned 
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us, that he is ariſen to ſhake terribly the Earth. 
Wherefore, 1. Fear GOD, even that GoD, 
who can in a Moment caſt both Body and Soul 
into Hell. Enter into the Rock, and hide thee 
in the Duſt for fear of the Lord, and for the 
Glory of his Majeſiy.x Ought we not all to cry 
out, Great and marvellous are thy Wirks, O 
Lord GOD Almighty! who ſhall nat fear thee, 
and glorify thy Name, far thy Jan. are made 
manifeſt ! + 

Gop ſpeaks to your Hearts as in ſubterranean 
Thunder. The Lord's Voice crieth unto the City, 
Hear the Rod, and who hath appointed it. t 
He commands you to take Notice of his Power 
and Juſtice, Come and ſee! | while a freſh 
Seal is opening. Vea, come and ſee the Works of 
GOD, he is terrible in his doings towards the 
Children of Men. 5 


When he makes the Mounting tremble, * | 


the Earth ſhake, ſhall not our Hearts be moved ? 
Fear ye not me, ſaith the Lord, qnd wil! ye not 


tremble at my Preſence ? * Will ye not fear me, 
who can open the Windows of Heaven above, or 


break up the Fountains of the great Deep below, 


and. pour forth whole Floods of Vengeance when 


I pleaſe ! Who can rain upon the Wicked Snares, 
Fire, and Brimſtone, Storm and Tempeſt ; | or 
kindle thoſe Steams and Exhalations in the Bowels 
and Caverns of the Earth, and make them force 
their Way to the Deſtruction of Towns, Cities, 
and Countries! Who can thus ſuddenly tura a 


#* Iſai. ii. 10. + Rev. iv. 3,4. _ Þ Mic. vi. 
1, 12. Jer. v. 22. 9 Pal. xi. 7. * A- 
mos 111, 6, 8. + oy xxxvi. 22, 24. 
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fruitful Land into a barren Wilderneſs ; an amar- 
ing Spectacle of Deſolation and Ruin | 

: "Shall a Trumpet be blown in the City, and the 
People not be afraid? Shall there be Evil in a 
City, and the Lord hath not done it? The Lion 
hath reared ; who will not fear? With GOD is 
terrible Majeſty ; Men do therefore fean him, 
Some do; and all ght. O that his Fear might 
this Moment fall upon all you who hear theſe 
Words, conſtraining every one of you to cry out, 
My Fliſh trembleth for fear of thee, and I am 
_ of thy Fudgments!\ O that all might 
fee, now his Hand is lifted up, as in Act to 
ſtrike, is ſtretched out ſtill, and ſhakes his Rod 
over a guilty Land, a People fitted for Deſtrue- 
tion. For is not this the Nation to be viſited ? 
And foall I nat viſit for theſe Things, faith the 
Lord, and fhall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a 
Nation as this / * hat but national Repen- 
- tance can prevent national Deſtruction. 

O conſider this, ye that forget GOD, left be 
pluck you away, and there be none to deliver you. + 
That Iniquity may not be your Ruin, repent ! 
This is the ſecond Advice I would offer you, or 


- *wather the firſt enforced upon you farther, and 


* Explained, Fear Gop, and depart from Evil: 
Repent, and bring forth Fruits meet for n_ | 

_ tance : Break off your Sins this Moment. Waſh 
ye, make you clean, put away the Evil of your 
Doings from before mine Eyes, ſaith the Lord, 
ceaſe to do Evil, learn io do well. 2 
Except ye repent, ye Hall all likewiſe periſh. || 
Therefore now, ſaith the Lord, (wha is not willing 
ne er. v. 9. + F. e. 
1 lai. i. 16, 17. || Luke xiii. 3. . 
* 4 8 any 
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any ſhould periſh) turn ye unto. me with all your 
Heart, and with Faſting, and with Weeping, and 
with Mourning ; and rent your Hearts, and not 
your Garments, and turn unta the Lord your 
GOD, for he is gracions and merciful, flow to 
Anger, and of great Kindneſs, and repenteth him 
of the Euil. Who knoweth if be will return, and 
repent, and leave a Bleſfing behind him. \ 

- Heho knoweth? A queſtion which ſhould make 
you tremble. Gon is weighing you in the Bal- 
lance, and as it were conſidering whether to fave 
or to deſtroy. Say unto: the Children of 1jrael, 
Ve are a ſliff- ke People. I will come up into 
the midſi of thee, and conſume thee ; therefore now 
put off thy Ornaments . thee, that I may know 
what to do unto thee. * 

- Gop waits to ſee what Effect his Warakugs 
will have upon you. He pauſes on the Point 
of executing Judgment, and cries, How fhall J 


give thee up ? F or, Why ſhould ye be ſirichen any 


more. 4 He hath no Pleaſure in the Death of 
him that dieth. He would not bring to paſs his 


range Act, unleſs your obſtinate mpenitence 


compel him, 

Why will you die, O Houſe of Iſrael? God 
warns you of the approaching Judgment, that 
p may take Warning and eſcape it by timely 


epentance. He lifts up his: Hand, and ſhakes 


it over you, that ye may ſee it, and prevent the 
Stroke. He tells you, Now is the Axe laid to the 
= mar 4 the Tree, || therefore repent, bring forth 

ruit, and ye ſhall not be hewn down, and 


8 Exod, xxxiii, 5, 6. Hoſ. xi. 8. + Ifai. 
i 5. I Ezxek, xvii, 31, “ Matt. iii. 10. 
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caſt into the Fire, O do not deſpiſe the Rithes 
of his Mercy, but let it lead you to Repentance. 
Account that the Long ſuffering of the Lord is Sal- 
vation. * Harden not your Hearts, but turn to 
him that ſmites you, or rather threatens to ſmite, 
that ye may turn and be ſpared. 

How flow is the Lord to Anger ! How unwil- 
ling to puniſh ! By what leiſurely Steps does he 
come to take Vengeance! How many lighter At- 
fictions before the final Blow 
Should he beckon the Man on the red Horſe 
to return, and ſay, Sword, go through this Land, 
can we complain he gave us no Warning? Did 
not the Sword firſt bereave abroad? And did we 
not then ſee it within our Borders? Vet the mer- 
ciful Gop ſaid, hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no 
further ; he ſtopt the Invaders in the Midſt of our 
Land, and turn'd them back again, and deſtroy'd 
them. Hor | | 
Should he ſend the Man. on the pale Horle, 
whoſe Name is Death, and the Peſtilence deſtroy 
thouſands and ten thouſands of us, can we deny 
that firſt he warned us by the raging Mortality 
among our Cattle ? 

So if we provoke him to lay waſte our Earth, 
and turn it upſide down, and overthrow us, as 
he overthrew Sodem and Gomorrah, ſhall we not 
have procured this unto ourſelves? Had we no 
Reaſon: to expect any ſuch Calamity ? No pre- 
vious Notice? No Trembling of the Earth be- 
fore it clave? No Shock before it opened its 
Mouth? Did he ſet no Examples of fo terrible a 
Judgment before our Eyes? Had we never heard 
of the Deſtruction of Famaica, or Catania? or 


* 2 Pet. iii 15. TIPS 
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that of Lima, which happened but Yeſterday ? | 
If we periſh at laſt, we periſh: without Excuſe ; | 
for what could have been done more to ſave us? | 
Yes ; thou haſt now another Call to Repen- | 


tance, another Offer of Mercy, whoſoever thou | 
art that heareſt theſe Words ? In the Name of 1 


the Lord Jeſus, I warn thee once more, as a 
Watchman over the Houſe of //rae/, to flee from 
the Wrath to come. I put thee in Remembrance 
(if thou haſt ſo ſoon forgotten it) of the late aw- 
ful Judgment, whereby God ſhook thee over 
the Mouth of Hell. Thy Body he probably 
awoke by it, but did he awake thy Soul? The 
Lord was in the Earthquake, and put a ſolemn 
Queſtion to thy Conſcience, Art thou ready to 
die? Is thy Peace made with God? Was the 
Earth juſt now to open its Mouth, and ſwallow ; 
thee up, what would become of. thee? Where 
wouldſt thou be? In 4braham's Boſom, or-lift= | 

| 
| 


ing up thine Eyes in Torment? Hadſt thou pe- 
riſhed by the late Earthquake, wouldſt thou not 
have died in thy Sins, or rather gone down quick 
into Hell? Who prevented thy Damnation? It 
was the Son of God ! O fall down, and wor- 
ſhip him! Give him the Glory of thy Delive- 
rance, and devote the Reſidue of thy Days to his 
Service. 6 | | 

This is the third Advice I would give you, 
Repent and believe the Goſpel. - Believe on the 
Lord Jeſus, and ye ſhall yet be ſaved. Kits 
the Son, leſt he be angry, and ye periſh. Re- 
pentance alone will profit you nothing; neither 
do ye repent, unleſs ye confeſs with broken | 
Hearts the moſt damnable of all your Sins, | 


your 
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your Unbelief, your having rejected, or not ac- 
cepted Jeſus Chriſt as your only Saviour. Nei- 
ther can ye repent unleſs he himſelf gives the 
Power; unleſs his Spirit -convince you of Sin, 
becauſe ye believe not in bim. 
Till ye repent of your Unbelief, all your good 
Deſires and Promiſes are vain, and will paſs 
away as a Morning Cloud. The Vows which 
pe make in the Time of Trouble, ye will forget 
* +», and break as ſoon as the Trouble is over, and 
the Danger paſt. .- | 
But ſhall ye eſcape for your Wickedneſs, ſup- 
-poſe the Earthquake fhould not return? Gob 
will never want Ways and Means to puniſh im- 
-penitent Sinners. He hath a thouſand other 
Judgments in reſerve; and if the Earth ſhould 
not open its Mouth, yet ye ſhall ſurely at laſt be 
ſwallowed up in the bottomleſs Pit of Hell. 
Wouldft theu yet eſcape that eternal Death? 
Then receive the Sentence of Death in thy- 
ſelf, thou miſerable ſelf-deftroy'd dinner. Know 
thy Want of living, faving, divine Faith. Groan 
zunder thy Burden of Unbelief, and refuſe to be 
comforted till thou hear him of his ewn Mouth 
ſay, Be of good Chear, thy Sins be forgiven 
ithee. 


I cannot take it for granted, that all Men 
have Faith, or ſpeak to the Sinners of this Land 
as to Believers in Jeſus Chriſt. For where are 
the Fruits of Faith? Faith worketh by Love: 
Faith overcometh the World: Faith purifieth 
the Heart: Faith, in the ſmalleſt Meaſure, re- 
moveth Mountains. If thou canſt believe, all 
Things are poſſible to thee. If thou art juſtified 
by Faith, thou haſt Peace with Gop, and re- 
Jaicelt.in hope of his glorious Appearing, * 

| S 
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He that believeth hath the Witneſs in himſelf; 
hath the Earneſt of Heaven in bis Heart, bath 
Love ftronger than Death, Death to a Believer 
has oſt its Sting; #herefore will he not fear, 

though the Earth be removed, and though the Moun- 
tains be carried into the Midft of the Sea. 
For he knows in whom he has believed, and that 
neither Life nor Death ſhall be able to ſeparate 
him from the Love of Gop, which is in Chriſt | 
Jeſus his Lord. * SAS | 

Do'ſt thou ſs believe? Prove thy own ſelf by ® # 

the infallible Word of Gop. If thou haſt not 


the Fruits, Effects, or inſeparable Properties of | 


Faith, thou haft not Faith. Come, then, to the 
Author and Finiſher of Faith, confeſſing thy Sins, 
and the Root of all thy Unbelief, till he forgive 
thee thy Sins, and cleanſe thee from all Unrighte- 
ouſneſs. Come to the Friend of Sinners, weary, 
and heavy laden, and he will give thee Pardon. 
Caſt thy poor deſperate Soul on his dying Love. 

Enter into the Rock—the Ark---the City of Re- 
fuge. Aſk, and thou ſhalt receive Faith and 
Forgiveneſs together. He waited to be gracious. 
He hath ſpared thee for this very thing, that thine 
Eyes might ſee his Salvation. Whatever Judg- 
ments come in thefe latter Days, yet whoſoever 
ſhall call on the Name of the Lord Jeſus, ſhall 
be delivered, 

Call upon Him now, O Sinner, and continue - 
inſtant in Prayer, till he anſwer thee in Peace 
and Power. Wreſtle for the Bleſſing. Thy 
Life, thy Soul is at Stake. Cry mightily unto. 
him--- eſs, thou Son of David, have Mercy 


od 


* Pſalm xlvi. 2. 
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upon me. Gop be merciful unto me a Sinner. 
Lord help me. Help my Unbelief. Save, or I 
'periſh. Sprinkle my troubled Heart. Waſh me 
 <«throughly in the Fountain of thy Blood: Guide 
me by thy Spirit: Sanctify me throughout, and 


receive the up into Glory. 
New to Gop the Father, &c. 


